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Active agents: The Dolomites are an adventure
skiier's paradise with options to [clockwise
from top keft) paraglide, ski trek, enter the
Gardenissima race or skijor
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This is what pioneering mountaineer
{and father of novelist Virginia Woolf)

Sir Leslie Stephen wrote on his first sight
of i Dolomiti. “Shapes more like dreams
than sober realities... They remind one

of Gothic cathedrals... The Dolomites are
strange adventurous experiments that
one can scarcely believe to be formed of
ordinary rock. They would have been a fit

background for the garden of Kubla Khan.”
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stuff like trees, flora and rock formations but
the fact is, the Dolomites are different from
other Alps.

Their fantastical towers and pinnacles, “like
masts of sunken ships standing out of a sea
of cloud”, are hewn from a particular form of
limestone more susceptible to erosion than
elsewhere in the Alpine range, which
furnishes the peaks with the topological
equivalent of a sort of bella figura,

The Italians, never ones to shy away from
sexualising anything, have even gone so
far as to pronounce the Marmolada, the
highest mountain in the region, as female,
Lady Marmolada, if you will.

[ am aculely aware of this preposterous
but very evident notion of chiselled bellezzo
as [ sit on the sun terrace at Utia de Bioch
enjoying mouthfuls of fine, valley-reared (>
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Dolomites

(=) brisket prepared by chef
Goffredo Valentini, washed down

Ice moves: High
living at the snow

person with a minimum of six
passengers), 3,265 metres up to

; i ; k in Alta Badi
with a chilled glass of apenrosa ?:;D,\,Z}anz the ®  Punta Rocca on the Marmolada
(Prosecco, Aperol, fizzy water ‘enrosadira’ colossus, scenery Cinzano-ad
and crange - its hue is as lurid sunset effect on spectacular, spindrifts

as alcopaps, but don’t let that put
vou off), rendered speechless by
the soaring simplicity of the catering and
the spectacle of the vast, mountainous
amphitheatre, set against the Hawlessly
azzurri sky beyond,

We are in Alta Badia, part of the famous
Sella Ronda in the Val Gardena area of
the Dolomites and, if you want the
opinion of someone who has done
Verbier, St Moritz, Val D'lsere,
Aspen, Chamonix, Megeve et al,
this is skiing at its most modish,
tree-lined, immaculate and
guietly sophisticated.

Everything in Alta Badia, from the
Audi saloons that act as minicabs around
the town of San Cassiano to the Mare
Mewson chairs in the mountain coffee
stops and the ambitious plans for a Ross
Lovegrove-designed, Anish Kapoor-ish pod
at Piz La Ila to the fully liveried teams of
Palizei who patrol the slopes, tells you that
this smart skiers’ Xanadu is no place for
Mary Jane-ing snowboarders.

[t's already been quite a day. First there

. was the thrllingly Bond-ish helicopter ride
(helicopter transfers from Pralongia in Alta
Badia to the Marmolada glacier are £96 per

the cliffs {inset)

penitentiary-high as we landed
on top. Then, with clear, blue
skies but wind chill-factor life-affirmingly
Siberian, we begin the exhilarating,
7.5 mile-long, off-piste clatter down on
the Via Lida snowfelds.

Next, we grabbed an inter-piste beer at
Piz Seteur and watched the alfresco
go-po dancers do their stuff on the

high sides and a 53 per cent
gradient {a white-knuckle black
run challenged only by a cdattering
run down “la forcella” nearby, just south
of Sass Pordoi) followed by lunch at the
Rifugio Emilio Comici, a mountainside
fish restaurant where Michael Schumacher
and Fernando Alonso like to come for the
frutti di mare during F1's close season.

In the evening, we relaxed at the Rosa
Alpina spa hotel that is a canny mix of
trad, cuckoo-clock chalet and Scandinavian
modernity; think Alvar Aalto does Heidi
and you'll get the idea.

“Prost!” as we apenrosa drinkers say
Simaon Mills €5

GO INFO Simon Millls was a guest of the Alta Badia and Yal Gardena towrist boards (altsbedia.ong and
J)L  valgardena.it) and Peak Experience (1252 47777), peak-expenenca.com). Rates from £1L670pp Tor thrae
nights at Rosa Alpina (BAE, daluxe double ream) and from £1.570pp for three nights at Clasa Salares (haff
board, junar suite) both in Alta Badia, and £2 300pp for seven mights at Alpenroyal {half board, park junior suite) in
Val Gardena. Prices are based an two people sharing a room and include fights, transfers and a ski ambassador far bwa

days. Ski passes (Dobomiti Superski covers the region) from E72pp for two days. Ski eguipment hire is £65pp for two days.
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bar (only in Italy?) before heading
for some passes of the super-fast,
super-steep Gran Risa Waorld Cup
slope, with its astonishing Wii-ski

Hit the slopes
the GQ way

shaping, Salomon's
niew W=shiaped, narrow-
warsted, pin-tailed BBR
ski (named after its
designer Bertrand
Krafft - nicknamed
"Beber") is desigred
e Flesat in powler, grip
harder snow and carve

The gear at will, Innowvative,
BER skis by awciting and furn, this
Salomon clesian is the future of
Taking its inspiration skieng. From £500.
from surfloard SSkOrran. cormt
Alpine gem boast
asmall gym, massage
room, gutdoor Jacuzzi
and top service (such
a5 a driver to transfer
you te the ski lifts),
but Chalet Madeleine
sleeps eight and
includes breakfast,
afternoon bea and
Chalet Madeleine, dinner five nights
Klosters, aweel. 5. Villas is
Switzarland offering a week's stay
Mot only does this from £2,451pp based
recently refurbished on eight peoplie
top-of-the-range sharing. sivillas.co.uwk
airport was exchusive
even by the airline's
owwn standards - only
those flying BA could
gain access (rather
than Executive Club
cardholders using
oither zirlines). Mow it
i= even more desirabla
lounge following a miajor
British Alrways, face-lift. BA flies to
Geneva airport Geneva from London
As compact and Heathrow and Hights
covetable as a Swiss operate seven tirmes
timepiece, the BA daily. Fram £54
lounge at Geneva one-way. ba.com,




